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CHAPTER 14B
UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANKS
Effective Date:  October 22, 1997.
Rule  Expiration Date: October 22, 2002.

SUBCHAPTER 10. PERMITTING REQUIREMENTS FOR UNDERGROUND
STORAGE TANK SYSTEMS

7:14B-10.1 Permit requirements
(a) Any person who owns or operates, or is proposing to own or operate an

underground storage tank system shall, except as specified in (b) and (c) below:

1. Obtain a permit from the Department prior to the repair, installation, substantial
modification or upgrade of the underground storage tank system, or performance of
an activity specified in N.J.A.C. 7:14B-4, 5 and 6 requiring Department approval;  and

2. Obtain a construction permit issued pursuant to the New Jersey Uniform
Construction Code, N.J.A.C. 5:23, prior to the repair, installation or upgrade of an
underground storage tank system.

(b) An owner or operator of an existing or proposed underground storage tank
system need not apply for a permit with the Department when:

1. The underground storage tank and piping being installed, upgraded or modified
is or shall be upon completion of installation or modification protected from corrosion,
spills and overfills in accordance with N.J.A.C. 7:14B-4.1(a) or 4.2 and is secondarily
contained and interstitially monitored in accordance with N.J.A.C. 7:14B-6.4(a)2;

2. The only portion of the tank system being installed is the product piping and the
piping is protected from corrosion in accordance with N.J.A.C. 7:14B-4.1(a)2 and
designed and constructed to meet the following standards:

i. The piping operates at less than atmospheric pressure;

ii. The piping is sloped so that the contents of the pipe will drain back into the
storage tank if the suction is released;

iii. Only one check valve is included in each suction line;

iv. The check valve is located directly below and as close as practical to the
suction pump;  and

v. A method is provided that allows compliance with these requirements to be
readily determined (for example, the check valve can be viewed at the dispenser);

3. The only portion of the tank system being installed is the product piping and the
piping is protected from corrosion in accordance with N.J.A.C. 7:14B-4.1(a) and is
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secondarily contained and interstitially monitored in accordance with N.J.A.C. 7:14B-
6.4(a)2, or

4. The underground storage tank and piping being installed, upgraded or modified
is or shall be protected from corrosion, spills and overfills in accordance with
N.J.A.C. 7:14B-4.1(a) or 4.2 and the tank is secondarily contained and interstitially
monitored in accordance with N.J.A.C. 7:14B-6.4(a)2 and the piping meets the
requirements of (b)2i through v above.

(c) Installation of replacement appurtenant piping sections (new piping is placed
where the old piping was removed) shall not require a permit as long as the appurtenant
piping meets standards set forth in N.J.A.C. 7:14B-4.1(a)2, the entire length of piping
from the dispenser to the tank is not being replaced, and the installation does not affect
the existing cathodic protection system.  Replacement of the entire length of piping from
the dispenser to the tank shall constitute a closure of piping and a new installation and
require a permit in accordance with (a) above unless it meets the conditions of (b)
above.

(d) The Department shall not issue a permit as required in (a)1 above unless the
person who owns or operates or proposes to own or operate the underground storage
tank system provides evidence in the permit application that the system shall include
spill prevention, overfill prevention and corrosion protection in accordance with N.J.A.C.
7:14B-4.1(a)1 through 3, and appropriate release detection monitoring in accordance
with N.J.A.C. 7:14B-6.1(a), 6.2 and 6.3.

(e) For the purposes of this subchapter only, the following activities shall not
constitute substantial modifications which require a permit issued by the Department:

1. Installation of vapor control systems required by N.J.A.C. 7:27-16, Control and
Prohibition of Air Pollution by Volatile Organic Substances;

2. Minor repairs which shall not:

i. Involve cutting the tank shell;

ii. Affect cathodic protection systems;  or

iii. Otherwise affect the storage, capacity, physical configuration or integrity of
the facility or its monitoring system;

3. The installation of an automatic line leak detector as required in N.J.A.C. 7:14B-
6.2(a)2i;  or

4. Any other activities which, upon written determination by the Department, shall
not affect storage capacity, physical configuration, or the physical integrity of the
facility or its monitoring system.

(f) The owner or operator of an underground storage tank system shall maintain at
the underground storage tank facility the site diagrams and specifications required by
N.J.A.C. 7:14B-10.3(b).
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7:14B-10.2 Permits required in wellhead protection areas
(a) The owner or operator of an underground storage tank system in a wellhead

protection area shall obtain a permit from the Department in accordance with N.J.A.C.
7:14B-10.1(a) prior to upgrading the tank system.

(b) Prior to submitting a permit application for the upgrade or substantial modification
of underground storage tank systems in wellhead protection areas, a site investigation
of the underground storage tank system shall be performed in accordance with the
requirements of N.J.A.C. 7:26E.

1. If the site investigation report indicates that a discharge has occurred, the
Department shall not issue a permit for the upgrade of the underground storage tank
system unless owner or operator:

i. Notifies the Department's Environmental Action Hotline at (609) 292-7172 of
the discharge;

ii. Submits a remedial investigation/remedial action workplan in accordance with
requirements N.J.A.C. 7:14B-8 and 7:26E;  and

iii. Identifies the source of the discharge and documents that the underground
storage tank system was repaired or identifies the source of the discharge and
submits a plan for repair of the underground storage tank system.

7:14B-10.3 Permit applications
(a) All permit applications shall be submitted on forms provided by the Department

obtained from the address noted below and containing the information specified in (b)
below.  The permit application shall be accurately completed, signed, dated and
returned to:

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Field Operations
PO Box 435
401 East State Street
Trenton, NJ 08625-0435

(b) Any owner or operator of an existing or proposed underground storage tank
system which requires a Department issued permit shall:

1. Submit with the permit application one copy of the plans and specifications for
the proposed installation, modification or upgrade of the underground storage tank
system, signed and sealed by a New Jersey professional engineer, drawn to scale
and depicting the top, front, and side views of the proposed or existing underground
storage tank system.  Plans submitted shall show all information and details
necessary to indicate compliance with this chapter and shall include a certification in
accordance with N.J.A.C. 7:14B-1.7(c);

2. Submit a copy of the scaled site diagram showing the size and location of all
underground storage tank systems, all existing structures on the site, and distances
from lot lines;
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3. Submit information documenting soil permeability as required pursuant to
N.J.A.C. 7:14B-6.5(a)5 and 6;

4. Submit documentation of the depth to ground water as required pursuant to
N.J.A.C. 7:14B-6.5(a)6;

5. Submit all corrosion system designs required pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:14B-4.1(a)
or 4.2.  The design of all field installed cathodic protection systems shall be certified
in the manner described in (b)1 above by a cathodic protection specialist certified by
the Department pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:14B-13;

6. Submit a detailed description of the upgrade, installation, or repair to be
performed;

7. Submit documentation demonstrating the precision of the performance of the
release detection monitoring method chosen pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:14B-6.1, 6.2 and
6.3;

8. Submit a scaled site diagram which accurately indicates the location of all
sampling and monitoring points in relation to all underground storage tanks systems
at the facility;  and

9. Submit a certification in accordance with N.J.A.C. 7:14B-1.7(d) signed by a
subsurface evaluator certified by the Department pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:14B-13, that
the number and locations of all vapor or product monitoring points is sufficient to
monitor the underground storage tank system should this method of monitoring be
chosen.

(c) The Department shall make an administrative review of each application as
follows:

1. If the application does not contain all documents and information required
pursuant to (a) and (b) above, the Department shall within 30 working days of receipt
of the application, either return the application or advise the applicant in writing as to
the additional information required to make the application administratively complete
and the date by which the additional information must be received by the
Department.  If an application is returned, the applicant shall be advised in writing as
to the additional information required to make the application complete.

2. If the application contains all documents and information required pursuant to
(a) and (b) above and is determined to be administratively complete, the Department,
within 30 working days of receipt of the application, shall so advise the applicant in
writing.

(d) The Department shall make a technical review of each application within 60
working days after it declares the application administratively complete as follows:

1. If the application does not contain sufficient technical information as required
pursuant to (b) above or if the technical information requires clarification, the
Department shall so advise the applicant in writing and establish a date by which
additional or clarifying information must be received by the Department.  If additional
or clarifying information is not received by the specified date, the Department may:
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i. Return the application;

ii. Extend the date by which the applicant must provide the additional or
clarifying information;  or

iii. Deny the application pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:14B-10.8.

(e) The Department shall perform a detailed analysis of the technically complete
application and shall develop a staff recommendation to issue the permit or deny the
application.  The staff recommendation shall include any conditions to be attached to
the permit if the recommendation is to issue the permit, or an explanation of the reasons
for denial if the recommendation is to deny the application.

(f) The Department shall issue a permit, with any conditions deemed appropriate or
the Department shall deny the application in writing with an explanation of the reasons
for denial pursuant to the criteria contained in N.J.A.C. 7:14B-10.8.

7:14B-10.4 Public access to permit information
(a) All completed New Jersey Underground Storage Tank permit application forms,

as well as documented information pertaining to the permit, shall be considered public
records pursuant to N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1 et seq.

(b) Interested persons shall submit a written request for an appointment to review the
public records.  This written request shall be sent to:

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Federal Case Management,
Negotiations/Enforcement Unit
PO Box 028
401 East State Street
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0028

7:14B-10.5 Display of permit and availability of approved plans
(a) The owner or operator of an underground storage tank system for which a

Department permit has been issued shall prominently display the valid permit at the
facility site during the course of the permitted activity and shall make the permit
available for inspection by an authorized local, State or Federal representative.

(b) The owner or operator of an underground storage tank system for which a
Department permit has been issued shall maintain one set of approved plans at the
facility site during the course of the permitted activity and shall make the approved plans
available for inspection by any authorized local, State or Federal representative.

7:14B-10.6 Emergency permits
(a) The Department may, in its discretion based upon the criteria listed in (a)1 and 2

below, issue an emergency underground storage tank permit in the specific instance
where a building's sole source of heat is from an oil burner and that building's
underground storage tank system containing heating oil is determined to be
discharging.
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1. When this type of underground storage tank system is discovered to have
released a hazardous substance into the environment, the owner or operator shall
request an emergency permit to remove and replace, or repair, the discharging
underground storage tank system;  and

2. All permitted activities shall be performed in accordance with the requirements
set forth in this chapter.

(b) The owner or operator of an underground storage tank system, requesting an
emergency permit, shall contact the Department on the day of the emergency or, when
the emergency occurs after business hours, on a weekend or on a holiday, the owner or
operator shall contact the Department on the next working day thereafter at (609) 633-
0708 for issuance of an emergency permit.  The owner or operator shall, within 14
calendar days of receipt of the emergency permit, submit a permit application pursuant
to this subchapter, including the appropriate fee, to the Department for review of
compliance with the requirements of this chapter.

(c) The owner or operator shall provide the following information when requesting an
emergency permit:

1. The name, address and telephone number of the owner and the operator;

2. A clear and concise factual description of the nature and scope of the
emergency;

3. The address and location of the facility where the emergency occurred;

4. The incident number assigned when the discharge was reported to the
Department's Environmental Action Hotline in accordance with N.J.A.C. 7:14B-7.3;
and

5. A description of the underground storage tank system installed or repaired,
including all features necessary to be in compliance with this chapter.

(d) The Department, upon issuance of an emergency permit, shall assign to the
owner or the operator of the underground storage tank system an emergency permit
number.  The owner or operator shall prominently display the number of the facility and
make it available for on-site inspection by any authorized local, State or Federal
representative.

7:14B-10.7 Permit expiration
Any permit issued pursuant to this chapter shall expire if the work authorized by the

permit is not commenced within 12 months after the effective date of the permit, or if the
authorized work is suspended or abandoned for a period of six months at any time after
work has begun.

7:14B-10.8 Grounds for denial or revocation of permits
(a) The Department may, in its discretion based on the criteria listed in (a)1 and 2

below, deny the issuance of a permit under this subchapter upon a determination of the
following:
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1. The permit application is incomplete, contains inaccurate information and/or is
illegible;  or

2. The owner or operator fails to comply with any requirement of the State Act or
this chapter.

(b) The Department may revoke a permit upon a determination of the following:

1. The permit application contains false or inaccurate information;

2. An authorized representative is denied access to the site;

3. The owner or operator fails to comply with any requirement of the State Act or
this chapter;  or

4. The owner or operator of an underground storage tank system is performing or
has authorized an activity which is not in compliance with this chapter.

(c) The Department shall inform an owner or operator of the denial or revocation of a
permit by a Notice of Intent to Deny a Permit or a Notice of Intent to Revoke a Permit.
The Notice shall include:

1. The specific grounds for denial of issuance as set forth in (a) above;  or

2. The specific grounds for revocation as set forth in (b) above.

(d) The Department shall serve this Notice to an owner or operator by certified mail
(return receipt requested) or by personal service.

(e) An owner or operator that receives a Notice from the Department denying or
revoking a permit shall not begin the proposed permitted activities or shall discontinue
any ongoing permitted activities.

(f) An applicant or any person, subject to the limitation on third party appeal rights set
forth in P.L. 1993, c.359 (N.J.S.A. 52:14B-3.1 through 3.3), who believes himself or
herself to be aggrieved, with respect to decisions made by the Department regarding
any permit, permit condition, or application denial may contest the decision and request
a contested case hearing pursuant to the Administrative Procedure Act, N.J.S.A.
52:14B-1 et seq. and the New Jersey Uniform Administrative Procedure Rules, N.J.A.C.
1:1.  Requests for a contested case hearing shall be made pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:14B-
12.2.


